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Silk Road The Brief Documents Xinru Liu
For more than 1500 years, across more than
4000 miles, the Silk Roads connected East
and West. These overland trails and sea
lanes carried not only silks, but also
cotton textiles, dyes, horses, incense,
spices, gems, glass, and ceramics along
with religious ideas, governing customs,
and technology. For this book, Xinru Liu
has assembled primary sources from ancient
China, India, Central Asia, Rome and the
Mediterranean, and the Islamic world, many
of them difficult to access and some
translated into English for the first
time. Court histories, geographies and
philosophical treatises, letters,
travelers’ accounts, inventories,
inscriptions, laws, religious texts, and
more, introduce students to the
complexities of cultural exchange. Liu’s
thoughtful introduction considers the many
ways the peoples along the Silk Roads
interacted and helps students understand
the implications for economies and
societies, as well as political and
religious institutions, over space and
time. Maps, document headnotes and
annotations, a chronology, questions for
consideration, and a selected bibliography
offer additional pedagogical support.
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"Already in Greek and Roman antiquity a
vibrant series of exchange relationships
existed between the Mediterranean regions
and China, including the Indian
subcontinents along well-defined routes we
call the Silk Roads. Among the many goods
that found their way from East to West and
vice versa were glass, wine, spices,
metals like iron, precious stones as well
as textile raw materials and fabrics and
silk, a luxury item that was in great
demand in the Roman Empire. These
collected papers connect research from
different areas and disciplines dealing
with exchange along the Silk Roads. These
historical, philological and
archaeological contributions highlight
silk as a commodity, gift and tribute, and
as a status symbol in varying cultural and
chronological contexts between East and
West, including technological aspects of
silk production. The main period concerns
Rome and China in antiquity, ending in the
late fifth century CE, with the Roman
Empire being transformed into the
Byzantine Empire, while the Chinese
chronology covers the Han dynasty, the
Three Kingdoms, the Western and Eastern
Jin and Sixteen Kingdoms, ending in 420
CE. In addition, both earlier and later
epochs are also considered in order to
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gather an understanding of developments
and changes in long-distance and longerterm relations that involved silk."
This collaborative volume discusses the
One Belt One Road, or the New Silk Road,
initiative of Chinese President Xi Jinping
from the perspectives of the Belt and Road
countries. This initiative has been viewed
as a re-globalization drive by China in
the backdrop of financial crisis of the
West and the latter’s increasingly
protectionist tendencies of late. Rather
than ‘rebalancing’ towards a certain
region, this is supposed to be China’s
‘global rebalancing’ aimed at
inclusiveness and a win-win partnership.
The initiative has raised hopes as well as
suspicions about China's goals and
intentions; that is, whether this is in
sync with China’s foreign policy goals,
such as multipolarity, no hegemonic
aspirations, and common security, or if
this is an antidote to the U.S. foreign
policy goals in the region, and China’s
ambition to realizing its long-term vision
for Asian regional and global order. In
this volume, a galaxy of eminent academics
from India, China, Pakistan, Uzbekistan,
Germany and Southeast Asia have critically
analysed every aspect of this mammoth
project, including the six major economic
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corridors identified by China for policy
coordination, infrastructure connectivity,
unimpeded trade, monetary circulation, and
people to people exchanges. The authors
have interpreted China’s peripheral,
regional as well as global diplomacy both
over land and sea. This topical volume is
of interest to scholars and students of
Asian studies, China studies, Asian
history, development studies,
international relations and international
trade.
Neville Agnew, senior principal project
specialist at the GCI, is the author of
numerous publications in research
chemistry and conservation, including
(with two coauthors) the book Cave Temples
of Mogao: Art and History on the Silk
Road. --Book Jacket.
Silk, Slaves, and Stupas
A New History
Trade, Travel, War and Faith
China's Quest to Wire the World and Win
the Future
China’s Maritime Silk Road and Asia
From Local Realities to Global Narratives

The Mogao grottoes in northwestern China, located near
the town of Dunhuang on the fabled Silk Road,
constitute one of the world’s most significant sites of
Buddhist art. Preserved in some five hundred caves
carved into rock cliffs at the edge of the Gobi Desert are
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one thousand years of exquisite wall paintings and
sculpture. Founded by Buddhist monks in the late fourth
century, Mogao grew into an artistic and spiritual center
whose renown extended from the Chinese capital to the
far western kingdoms of the Silk Road. Among its
treasures are 45,000 square meters of murals, more than
2,000 statues, and over 40,000 medieval silk paintings
and illustrated manuscripts. This sumptuous catalogue
accompanies an exhibition of the same name, which will
run from May 7 through September 4, 2016, at the Getty
Center. Organized by the Getty Conservation Institute,
Getty Research Institute, Dunhuang Academy, and
Dunhuang Foundation, the exhibition celebrates a
decades-long collaboration between the GCI and the
Dunhuang Academy to conserve this UNESCO World
Heritage Site. It presents, for the first time in North
America, a collection of objects from the so-called
Library Cave, including illustrated sutras, prayer books,
and other exquisite treasures, as well as three full-scale,
handpainted replica caves. This volume includes essays
by leading scholars, an illustrated portfolio on the
replica caves, and comprehensive entries on all objects
in the exhibition.
Song Blue and White Porcelain on the Silk Road
disproves received opinion that pre-Ming blue and white
dates to the Yuan (1279-1368 A.D.) and establishes the
proper foundation for 21st century study of ancient
Chinese porcelain.
The Chapters in this book written by Chinese and Indian
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academics and researchers from United Service
Institution of India and Sichuan University, explaining
the inter-disciplinary approaches and comparative
perspectives, that may help to understand the essence
and implication of China’s ‘One Belt One Road’,
initiative by identifying the convergences of interest in
terms of social and economic development, political and
cultural exchanges and remove the potential hindrance.
The Chapters explained the scope of the ‘One Belt One
Road’ initiative as the mega development project and
framework proposed by China, focussing on connectivity
and cooperation amoung the regional countries, which
till date received mixed reactions. There have been
debates across the world regarding different facets of the
OBOR initiative from whether it is an economic or
strategic initiative or only a re-branding or a slogan for
already existing ideas and projects. The views and vision
expressed by the authors on OBOR in this volume
focused on OBOR’s economic approach and nature
with parallel initiative to cultural aspects, along with the
educational and health care sectors cooperation. The
Chapters in this Book focussed on OBOR connectivity
both on ‘Land’ and ‘Sea’ routes, as OBOR initiative
has proposals to connect the Nations by road, rail, and
sea. It is quite obvious that OBOR is an ambitious
project aimed at spurring the growth of Chinese
economy; however, it is natural that such a vast project
and ambition needs to provide adequate security
guarantees and confidence building measures. The
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authors highlighted in the Chapters that to ensure
proper consideration of both core and specific interests
of individual countries for active participation in the
OBOR projects there is a need to promote active
interaction for studying the implications and benefits.
The authors also elaborated in the Chapters the
challenges, opportunities, basic principle and rules of
action for such trans-regional project like OBOR for
achieving success. In this Volume the authors tried to
provide both China’s and India’s perspective
highlighting the significance of reviving the ancient Silk
Road connectivity that extends on the world map
connecting East with the West. The Chapter’s
highlighted opinion expressed by the policy makers,
strategic analysts and academics in India and China,
concerning various implications attached with the
OBOR initiative. Chapters in this volume highlighted
various opportunities, concerns and challenges looking
into the policy options as well as academic
considerations, however, the argument clearly indicates
that there is a need to act strategically on issues related
to OBOR both on the ‘land’ and ‘Sea’ roads. The
arguments given focuses on the suspicion that still exists
in understanding the OBOR’s aspirations clearly,
hence, it is felt that further clarification on OBOR,
alongside with a range of issues between India and
China is necessary to facilitate an objective
understanding on OBOR and formulate the structure
based on mutual benefits.
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This volume provides an understanding of how Islam
changed the Indian Ocean world and vice versa — a
world historical lesson that stretches across several
centuries, a vast ocean, its littoral, and in some cases
well into the interior parts of this world. It underscores
the role of Islam as a religious, economic, social, and
political force in the Indian Ocean world. This title is
useful both for instructors who base their approach to
world history on encounters and connections and to
those who use a civilizational model and need help in
showing such connections at key historical moments.
Including accounts from Muslims, Christians, and
Buddhists, the documents highlight a complex and
nuanced picture of the spread and influence of Islam.
Document headnotes, a chronology, and analytical
questions help students to place the spread of Islam
across the Indian Ocean world in global historical
context.
The Silk Roads
Conservation of Ancient Sites on the Silk Road
Teaching the Silk Road
China’s One Belt One Road
Non-Han Literature Along the Silk Road
Two Thousand Years in the Heart of Asia
Draws on contemporary sources and first-hand
accounts to reconstruct the history of the route
through the personal experiences of these
characters.
In recent decades, there has been a new surge of
interest in the history and legacies of the Silk Roads
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both within academic and public discourses. A field
of Silk Roads Studies has come into its own.
Consciously mirroring the temperament of its
subject, the field has moved out of the narrow niches
of particular disciplines to become a truly
interdisciplinary endeavor. New research findings
about the historical operations of the Silk Roads and
interpretations of their legacies for the modern and
contemporary world have broken down geographical
and temporal divides that once demarcated the Silk
Roads as primarily pre-modern and Old Worldcentered conduits of globalization. In light of these
developments, the time is ripe to begin formulating a
new definition of the contour of Silk Roads Studies
and laying a new foundation for further work in this
field. Silk Roads: From Local Realities to Global
Narratives brings together leading scholars in
multiple disciplines related to Silk Roads studies. It
highlights the multiplicity of networks that
constituted the Silk Roads, including land and
maritime routes, and approaches the Silk Roads from
Antiquity to China’s One Belt One Road Initiative
from Afro-Eurasia to the Americas. This holistic
approach to understanding ancient globalization,
exchanges, transformations, and movements - and
their continued relevance to the present - is in line
with contemporary academic trends toward
interdisciplinarity. Indeed, the Silk Roads is such an
expansive topic that many approaches to its study
must be included to represent accurately its many
facets. The volume emphasizes exchange and
transformation along the Silk Roads - moments of
acculturation or hybridization that contributed to
novel syncretic forms. It highlights the multiplicity of
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networks that constituted the Silk Roads, including
land and maritime routes, and approaches to the Silk
Roads from Antiquity to China’s One Belt One Road
Initiative from Afro-Eurasia to the Americas.
Insight Guide The Silk Road is the complete
illustrated guide to one of the world's ultimate travel
adventures. Passing right through the heart of Asia,
this ancient trade route traverses a quarter of the
globe from the heart of China to the Mediterranean
via a vast, inhospitable expanse of mountains and
desert. The guide covers all the sights along the way
across 13 countries and 6 time zones, with
authoritative chapters on the Silk Road's history and
culture to put it all into context. Inside Insight Guide
The Silk Road:A fully-overhauled major new edition
by our expert Silk Road author.Stunning, speciallycommissioned photography that brings the countries
along this evocative route to life. Highlights of the
Silk Road's top attractions, including the great city of
Isfahan, the ancient splendor of Persepolis and
China's Terracotta Army in our Best of the Silk
Road.Descriptive country-by-country accounts cover
the whole route from China to Turkey by way of the
'Stans of Central Asia and the geopolitical nerve
centres of the Middle East.Features detail silk
production, the ancient treasures that have been
discovered along the route, and the colourful bazaars
- a reminder of the Silk Road caravanserais of the
distant past.Detailed, high-quality maps throughout
will help you get around and travel tips give you all
the essential information for planning the trip of a
lifetime. About Insight Guides: Insight Guides has
over 40 years' experience of publishing high-quality,
visual travel guides. We produce around 400 fullPage 10/28
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colour print guide books and maps as well as picturepacked eBooks to meet different travellers' needs.
Insight Guides' unique combination of beautiful
travel photography and focus on history and culture
together create a unique visual reference and
planning tool to inspire your next adventure. 'Insight
Guides has spawned many imitators but is still the
best of its type.' - Wanderlust Magazine
Small-scale traders play a crucial role in forging
Asian connectivity, forming networks and informal
institutions separate from those driven by nationstates, such as China's Belt and Road Initiative. This
ambitious study provides a unique insight into the
lives of the mobile traders from Afghanistan who
traverse Eurasia. Reflecting on over a decade of
intensive ethnographic fieldwork, Magnus Marsden
introduces readers to a dynamic yet historically
durable universe of commercial and cultural
connections. Through an exploration of the traders'
networks, cultural and religious identities, as well as
the nodes in which they operate, Marsden
emphasises their ability to navigate Eurasia's
geopolitical tensions and to forge transregional
routes that channel significant flows of people,
resources, and ideas. Beyond the Silk Roads will
interest those seeking to understand contemporary
iterations of the Silk Road within the context of
geopolitics in the region. This title is also available
as Open Access.
The Cities and Routes of the Great Silk Road (on
Central Asia Documents)
Studies on the History and Culture Along the
Continental Silk Road
Song Blue and White Porcelain on the Silk Road
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Silk Road to Belt Road
Beyond the Silk Roads
Senate Document

This volume approaches China’s Belt and Road
Initiative as a process of culturalization, one that
started with the Silk Road and continued over
the millennium. In mainstream literature, the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) has been portrayed as
the geo-economic vision and geo-political
ambition of China’s current leaders, intended to
shape the future of the world. However, this
volume argues that although geo-politics and
geo-economy may play their part, the BRI more
importantly creates a venue for the meeting of
cultures by promoting people-to-people
interaction and exchange. This volume explores
the journey from the Silk-Road to Belt-Road by
analyzing topics ranging from history to religion,
from language to culture, and from environment
to health. As such, scholars, academics,
researchers, undergraduate and graduate
students from the Humanities, Social Sciences,
and Business will find an alternative approach to
the Belt and Road Initiative.
A vast region stretching roughly from the Volga
River to Manchuria and the northern Chinese
borderlands, Central Asia has been called the
"pivot of history," a land where nomadic
invaders and Silk Road traders changed the
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destinies of states that ringed its borders,
including pre-modern Europe, the Middle East,
and China. In Central Asia in World History, Peter
B. Golden provides an engaging account of this
important region, ranging from prehistory to the
present, focusing largely on the unique melting
pot of cultures that this region has produced
over millennia. Golden describes the traders who
braved the heat and cold along caravan routes to
link East Asia and Europe; the Mongol Empire of
Chinggis Khan and his successors, the largest
contiguous land empire in history; the invention
of gunpowder, which allowed the great sedentary
empires to overcome the horse-based nomads;
the power struggles of Russia and China, and
later Russia and Britain, for control of the area.
Finally, he discusses the region today, a key area
that neighbors such geopolitical hot spots as
Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and China.
The Silk Road is as iconic in world history as the
Colossus of Rhodes or the Suez Canal. But what
was it, exactly? It conjures up a hazy image of a
caravan of camels laden with silk on a dusty
desert track, reaching from China to Rome. The
reality was different--and far more interesting--as
revealed in this new history. In The Silk Road,
Valerie Hansen describes the remarkable
archeological finds that revolutionize our
understanding of these trade routes. For
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centuries, key records remained
hidden--sometimes deliberately buried by
bureaucrats for safe keeping. But the sands of
the Taklamakan Desert have revealed fascinating
material, sometimes preserved by illiterate locals
who recycled official documents to make insoles
for shoes or garments for the dead. Hansen
explores seven oases along the road, from Xi'an
to Samarkand, where merchants, envoys,
pilgrims, and travelers mixed in cosmopolitan
communities, tolerant of religions from
Buddhism to Zoroastrianism. There was no
single, continuous road, but a chain of markets
that traded between east and west. China and the
Roman Empire had very little direct trade.
China's main partners were the peoples of
modern-day Iran, whose tombs in China reveal
much about their Zoroastrian beliefs. Silk was
not the most important good on the road; paper,
invented in China before Julius Caesar was born,
had a bigger impact in Europe, while metals,
spices, and glass were just as important as silk.
Perhaps most significant of all was the road's
transmission of ideas, technologies, and artistic
motifs. The Silk Road is a fascinating story of
archeological discovery, cultural transmission,
and the intricate chains across Central Asia and
China.
An expert on China’s global infrastructure
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expansion provides an urgent look at the battle
to connect and control tomorrow’s networks.
From the ocean floor to outer space, China’s
Digital Silk Road aims to wire the world and
rewrite the global order. Taking readers on a
journey inside China’s surveillance state, rural
America, and Africa’s megacities, Jonathan
Hillman reveals what China’s expanding digital
footprint looks like on the ground and explores
the economic and strategic consequences of a
future in which all routers lead to Beijing. If
China becomes the world’s chief network
operator, it could reap a commercial and
strategic windfall, including many advantages
currently enjoyed by the United States. It could
reshape global flows of data, finance, and
communications to reflect its interests. It could
possess an unrivaled understanding of market
movements, the deliberations of foreign
competitors, and the lives of countless
individuals enmeshed in its networks. However,
China’s digital dominance is not yet assured.
Beijing remains vulnerable in several key
dimensions, the United States and its allies have
an opportunity to offer better alternatives, and
the rest of the world has a voice. But winning the
battle for tomorrow’s networks will require the
United States to innovate and take greater risks
in emerging markets. Networks create large
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winners, and this is a contest America cannot
afford to lose.
Connecting Histories and Futures
China's Global Rebalancing and the New Silk
Road
A Brief History with Documents
The Silk Road in World History
Proceedings of the Second International
Conference on the Conservation of Grotto Sites,
Mogao Grottoes, Dunhuang, People's Republic
of China, June 28–July 3, 2004
Islam in the Indian Ocean World
Advocating a global as opposed to a Eurocentric perspective
in the college classroom, discusses why and how to teach
about China’s Silk Road. The romance of the Silk Road
journey, with its exotic locales and luxury goods, still excites
the popular imagination. But study of the trade routes
between China and central Asia that flourished from about
200 BCE to the 1500s can also greatly enhance
contemporary higher education curricula. Indeed, with
people, plants, animals, ideas, and beliefs traversing it, the
Silk Road is both a metaphor of globalization and an early
example of it. Teaching the Silk Road highlights the reasons
to incorporate this material into a variety of courses and
shares resources to facilitate that process. It is intended for
those who are not Silk Road or Asian specialists but who
wish to embrace a global history and civilizations perspective
in teaching, as opposed to the more traditional approach that
focuses on cultures in isolation. The book explores both
classroom and experiential learning and is intentionally
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interdisciplinary. Each essay focuses on pedagogical
strategies or themes that teachers can use to bring the Silk
Road into the classroom. “Based on years of experience, the
authors of Teaching the Silk Road offer sound strategies for
both stand-alone courses on aspects of the route and
mainstreaming what has been uncovered in three decades of
research into existing courses in a variety of disciplines.” —
H-Net Reviews (H-Asia) “This collection of essays and
personal reflections allows the reader to listen in on a
relaxed conversation on teaching the topic of the Silk Road.
It offers a nice blueprint for integrating the Silk Road into
new or existing curricula.” — J. Michael Farmer, author of
The Talent of Shu: Qiao Zhou and the Intellectual World of
Early Medieval Sichuan
Take an intrepid journey through the history of the Silk
Roads with this brilliant reference book. Traversing snowy
mountain passes, vast, forbidding deserts and stormy seas,
these ancient trade routes were about much more than the
movement of goods, they paved the way for an unprecedented
period of cultural exchange, diplomacy and conflict creating
a legacy that continues to affect global geopolitics in the 21st
century. Forged over millennia through a desire for
enterprise, the Silk Roads have had an profound influence
on Eurasia and beyond, connecting cultures, languages,
customs and religions. And with China now working to
reopen this ancient trade network, the time is right to shine a
new light on its history and impact. This edition has been
updated with an expanded chapter on China's efforts to
reopen this ancient trade network through the Belt and Road
Initiative and the many impacts it has had along the way,
from its ambitious infrastructure projects to new cities
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emerging along its route to the growth of a digital silk road,
Geordie Torr examines the profound impacts of the revival
of the world's greatest trading route. With helpful timelines
and useful information boxes, The Silk Roads gives you
everything you need to master the history of this worldchanging region.
Following her bestselling Life Along the Silk Road, Susan
Whitfield widens her exploration of the great cultural
highway with a new captivating portrait focusing on material
things. Silk, Slaves, and Stupas tells the stories of ten very
different objects, considering their interaction with the
peoples and cultures of the Silk Road—those who made them,
carried them, received them, used them, sold them,
worshipped them, and, in more recent times, bought them,
conserved them, and curated them. From a delicate pair of
earrings from a steppe tomb to a massive stupa deep in
Central Asia, a hoard of Kushan coins stored in an
Ethiopian monastery to a Hellenistic glass bowl from a
southern Chinese tomb, and a fragment of Byzantine silk
wrapping the bones of a French saint to a Bactrian ewer
depicting episodes from the Trojan War, these objects show
us something of the cultural diversity and interaction along
these trading routes of Afro-Eurasia. Exploring the labor,
tools, materials, and rituals behind these various objects,
Whitfield infuses her narrative with delightful details as the
objects journey through time, space, and meaning. Silk,
Slaves, and Stupas is a lively, visual, and tangible way to
understand the Silk Road and the cultural, economic, and
technical changes of the late antique and medieval worlds.
"Evocative and enigmatic, the Silk Road occupies a unique
place in contemporary culture and international affairs.
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Across the world, it has captured the imagination as a story
of camel caravans crossing desert and mountain, of precious
goods moving between East and West, and of ideas, religions
and technologies migrating across land and sea. As China
seeks to "revive" the Silk Roads for the twenty-first century,
this compelling, yet poorly understood, narrative of history
now serves as a platform for building trade, diplomatic,
infrastructure and geopolitical connections. "The Silk Road:
Connecting Histories and Futures" is the first book to
critically investigate the merits and problems of this fabled
geocultural narrative of history, and map out the role it plays
in international affairs. Four thematic sections trace its rise
to global fame as a domain of scholarship and foreign policy,
a celebration of peace and internationalism, and how it
created dreams of exploration and grand adventure. China's
Health Silk Road and civilizational politics are among the
themes discussed that open up the Silk Roads as a space for
critical enquiry"-Silk Roads
Trade & Exchange along the Silk Roads between Rome and
China in Antiquity
A New History with Documents
Greening China’s New Silk Roads
Initiative, Challenges and Prospects
Central Asia in World History

Far more than a history of the Silk Roads, this book is truly a
revelatory new history of the world, promising to destabilize
notions of where we come from and where we are headed
next. From the Middle East and its political instability to China
and its economic rise, the vast region stretching eastward
from the Balkans across the steppe and South Asia has been
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thrust into the global spotlight in recent years. Frankopan
teaches us that to understand what is at stake for the cities
and nations built on these intricate trade routes, we must first
understand their astounding pasts. Frankopan realigns our
understanding of the world, pointing us eastward. It was on
the Silk Roads that East and West first encountered each
other through trade and conquest, leading to the spread of
ideas, cultures and religions. From the rise and fall of empires
to the spread of Buddhism and the advent of Christianity and
Islam, right up to the great wars of the twentieth century—this
book shows how the fate of the West has always been
inextricably linked to the East. Also available: The New Silk
Roads, a timely exploration of the dramatic and profound
changes our world is undergoing right now—as seen from the
perspective of the rising powers of the East.
Consolidating archaeological discoveries, historical analyses,
and linguistic studies, this volume covers the intricate history
of the Silk Roads over thousands of years. An essential
reference work for students and scholars of world history,
particularly those studying the regions and cultures explored in
this volume.
Covering five thousand years of history and delving deeply
into the archives the British Museum and other famous
collections of art and antiquities, this fascinating tour of a
storied trade route introduces readers to the sights, sounds,
smells, and tastes of this legendary trail. (History)
The Silk Road was the contemporary name for a complex of
ancient trade routes linking East Asia with Central Asia, South
Asia, and the Mediterranean world. This network of exchange
emerged along the borders between agricultural China and the
steppe nomads during the Han Dynasty (206BCE-220CE), in
consequence of the inter-dependence and the conflicts of
these two distinctive societies. In their quest for horses,
fragrances, spices, gems, glassware, and other exotics from
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the lands to their west, the Han Empire extended its dominion
over the oases around the Takla Makan Desert and sent silk
all the way to the Mediterranean, either through the land
routes leading to the caravan city of Palmyra in Syria desert,
or by way of northwest India, the Arabian Sea and the Red
Sea, landing at Alexandria. The Silk Road survived the turmoil
of the demise of the Han and Roman Empires, reached its
golden age during the early middle age, when the Byzantine
Empire and the Tang Empire became centers of silk culture
and established the models for high culture of the Eurasian
world. The coming of Islam extended silk culture to an even
larger area and paved the way for an expanded market for
textiles and other commodities. By the 11th century, however,
the Silk Road was in decline because of intense competition
from the sea routes of the Indian Ocean. Using supply and
demand as the framework for analyzing the formation and
development of the Silk Road, the book examines the
dynamics of the interactions of the nomadic pastoralists with
sedentary agriculturalists, and the spread of new ideas,
religions, and values into the world of commerce, thus
illustrating the cultural forces underlying material transactions.
This effort at tracing the interconnections of the diverse
participants in the transcontinental Silk Road exchange will
demonstrate that the world had been linked through economic
and ideological forces long before the modern era.
On Central Asia Documents
A History of the Great Trading Routes Between East and West
The Silk Road: A Very Short Introduction
Life Along the Silk Road
Reinventing the Past and Shaping the Future
The World of the Ancient Silk Road

The Silk Road. We have a hazy mental image: a lone traveler
carrying silk on a camel moves along a desert. Where exactly is
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he going and what goods is he carrying? This book offers
concrete answers based on newly discovered documents
preserved in the sands of the Taklamakan Desert. It isamazing
what has been dug up, and how the new materials - both
documents and artifacts - radically challenge our
understanding of the Silk Road. Historians have only recently
begun to piece together and make sense of these materials,
which give a far clearer picture of actual Silk Road.Placing
these documentary finds at the heart of the narrative, this book
also tells the story of the different explorers who found these
documents, and it teases out the implications of these
documents for our understanding of the Silk Road. (We learn,
for example, that the Silk "Road" was notreally a road, and
that no one used the term "Silk Road" in the past.) The book
focuses on the seven most important Silk Road sites that have
produced document and objects from the Silk Road. Six (Niya,
Kucha, Turfan, Dunhuang, Khotan, and Xi'an) are located in
northwest China; the seventh,Samarkand, is in modern
Uzbekistan. This college edition includes a selection of
excerpted primary sources in each chapter. The range is
enormous: memoirs of medieval Chinese monks and modern
explorers, letters written by women, descriptions of towns,
language-learning materials for traveling monks, and
contracts, among others.Instructors can select the documents
they find most interesting to discuss in class; students can use
these materials write papers. Many of these are difficult to find,
and the author has checked all the translations to enhance
their readability.The college edition also includes a new final
chapter that examines the Silk Road during the period of
Mongol rule (to c. 1400 CE).
This timely book offers a critical account of key governance
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challenges of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Illustrating
China’s efforts to expand its idea of a sustainable ecocivilization, thereby ‘greening’ the BRI, it explores the
disputes that have emerged from this process and subsequent
complications resulting from geopolitical competition.
This volume includes outstanding scientific articles on
documents written in ancient languages such as Tocharian,
Sogdian, Khotanese, and Old Uyghur. Its chief aims are to
contribute to the present state of research by adding essential
findings on newly discovered historical documents; to present a
multi-dimensional investigation of diverse aspects including the
history, religion, art, literature, and social life along the Silk
Road; and to outline potential future research directions for
non-Han literature studies and inspire research into other
aspects, such as economics and comparative studies.
The ancient trade routes that made up the Silk Road were
some of the great conduits of cultural and material exchange in
world history. In this intriguing book, Xinru Liu reveals both
why and how this long-distance trade in luxury goods emerged
in the late third century BCE, following its story through to the
Mongol conquest. Liu starts with China's desperate need for
what the Chinese called "the heavenly horses" of Central Asia,
and describes how the traders who brought these horses also
brought other exotic products, some all the way from the
Mediterranean. Likewise, the Roman Empire, as a result of its
imperial ambition as well as the desire of its citizens for
Chinese silk, responded with easterly explorations for trade.
The book shows how the middle men, the Kushan Empire,
spread Buddhism to China. Missionaries and pilgrims
facilitated cave temples along the mountainous routes and
monasteries in various oases and urban centers, forming the
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backbone of the Silk Road. The author also explains how
Islamic and Mongol conquerors in turn controlled the various
routes until the rise of sea travel diminished their importance.
Cave Temples of Dunhuang
The Silk Road
The Cities and Routes of the Great Silk Road
The Sustainable Governance of Belt and Road
Buddhist Art on China's Silk Road
Material Culture of the Silk Road
When a Chinese monk broke into a hidden cave in
1900, he uncovered one of the world’s great literary
secrets: a time capsule from the ancient Silk Road.
Inside, scrolls were piled from floor to ceiling,
undisturbed for a thousand years. The gem within was
the Diamond Sutra of AD 868. This key Buddhist
teaching, made 500 years before Gutenberg inked his
press, is the world’s oldest printed book. The Silk
Road once linked China with the Mediterranean. It
conveyed merchants, pilgrims and ideas. But its
cultures and oases were swallowed by shifting sands.
Central to the Silk Road’s rediscovery was a man
named Aurel Stein, a Hungarian-born scholar and
archaeologist employed by the British service.
Undaunted by the vast Gobi Desert, Stein crossed
thousands of desolate miles with his fox terrier Dash.
Stein met the Chinese monk and secured the
Diamond Sutra and much more. The scroll’s
journey—by camel through arid desert, by boat to
London’s curious scholars, by train to evade the
bombs of World War II—merges an explorer’s
adventures, political intrigue, and continued
controversy. The Diamond Sutra has inspired Jack
Kerouac and the Dalai Lama. Its journey has coincided
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with the growing appeal of Buddhism in the West. As
the Gutenberg Age cedes to the Google Age, the
survival of the Silk Road’s greatest treasure is
testament to the endurance of the written word.
The phrase "silk road" evokes vivid scenes of
merchants leading camel caravans across vast
stretches to trade exotic goods in glittering Oriental
bazaars, of pilgrims braving bandits and frozen
mountain passes to spread their faith across Asia.
Looking at the reality behind these images, this Very
Short Introduction illuminates the historical
background against which the silk road flourished,
shedding light on the importance of old-world cultural
exchange to Eurasian and world history. On the one
hand, historian James A. Millward treats the silk road
broadly, to stand in for the cross-cultural
communication between peoples across the Eurasian
continent since at least the Neolithic era. On the
other, he highlights specific examples of goods and
ideas exchanged between the Mediterranean, Persia,
India, and China, along with the significance of these
exchanges. While including silks, spices, and
travelers' tales of colorful locales, the book explains
the dynamics of Central Eurasian history that
promoted Silk Road interactions--especially the role of
nomad empires--highlighting the importance of the
biological, technological, artistic, intellectual, and
religious interchanges across the continent. Millward
shows that these exchanges had a profound effect on
the old world that was akin to, if not on the scale of,
modern globalization. He also disputes the idea that
the silk road declined after the collapse of the Mongol
empire or the opening of direct sea routes from
Europe to Asia, showing how silk road phenomena
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continued through the early modern and modern
expansion of the Russian and Chinese states across
Central Asia. Millward concludes that the idea of the
silk road has remained powerful, not only as a popular
name for boutiques and restaurants, but also in
modern politics and diplomacy, such as U.S. Secretary
of State Hilary Clinton's "Silk Road Initiative" for India,
Pakistan, and Afghanistan.
Stretching from the ancient Chinese capital of Xian
across the expanses of Central Asia to Rome, the Silk
Road was, for 1,500 years, a vibrant network of
arteries that carried the lifeblood of nations across the
world. Along a multitude of routes everything was
exchanged: exotic goods, art, knowledge, religion,
philosophy, disease and war. From the East came silk,
precious stones, tea, jade, paper, porcelain, spices
and cotton; from the West, horses, weapons, wool and
linen, aromatics, entertainers and exotic animals.
From its earliest beginnings in the days of Alexander
the Great and the Han dynasty, the Silk Road
expanded and evolved, reaching its peak during the
Tang dynasty and the Byzantine Empire and gradually
withering away with the decline of the Mongol Empire.
In this beautifully illustrated book, which covers the
China section of the Silk Road - from Xian through
Loulan, Korla, Turfan and Khotan to Kashgar and
onwards to India - Jonathan Tucker uses travellers'
anecdotes and a wealth of literary and historical
sources to celebrate the cultural heritage of the
countries that lie along the Silk Road and illuminate
the lives of those who once travelled through the very
heart of the world.
This book presents outstanding articles addressing
various aspects related to the ancient Silk Road, in
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particular the cultural, political, and economic
interactions that took place among the civilizations
and cultures on the Eurasian continent. In addition,
the articles help to reveal the hallmark features of
cultural communication in Inner Asia in different
historical periods. The book develops a new approach
to studying the civilizations of the Silk Road, promotes
interdisciplinary and multi-dimensional research, sets
a new direction for Chinese ancient classics and
western sinology, and presents the latest discoveries,
including both archaeological finds and historical
documents.
The Silk Road - China and the Karakorum Highway
The Prehistory of the Silk Road
Journeys on the Silk Road
A Guide for College Teachers
Insight Guides Silk Road (Travel Guide eBook)
Silk

The 21st Century Maritime Silk Road (MSR) can be
considered as the most significant strategic outreach
by China. It stretches across the large oceanic
geography comprising the Western Pacific, the Indian
Ocean, the Mediterranean and the North-Western
Atlantic. The initiative, founded on historic recall,
aims to build a flourishing multi-sectoral maritime
economic network across the entire region with land
corridors connecting to the terrestrial Silk Road
Economic Belt (SREB). It is premised on monetary
integration, infrastructure development, connectivity
and, people-to-people contacts. It is also an accepted
fact that such a vast enterprise would have politics and
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security as attendant factors. This book examines the
broader strategic threads that are at play in this grand
and ambitious trans-regional initiative unveiled by
China.
Kuzmina combines detailed research in archaeology
with evidence from physical anthropology, linguistics,
and other fields to look at the history of the Eurasian
steppe before the great trade routes along the 'Silk
Road' became established.
A New History of the World
The Digital Silk Road
A Desert Explorer, Buddha's Secret Library, and the
Unearthing of the World's Oldest Printed Book
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