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Family Ties In Victorian England
In Victorian England, women's accessories were always much more than incidental finishing touches to their elaborate dress.
Accessories helped women to fashion their identities.Victorian Fashion Accessories explores how women's use of gloves, parasols, fans
and vanity sets revealed their class, gender and colonial aspirations. The colour and fit of a pair of gloves could help a middle-class
woman indicate her class aspirations.The sun filtering through a rose-colored parasol would provide a woman of a certain age with the
glow of youth. The use of a fan was a socially acceptable means of attracting interest and flirting.Even the choice of vanity set on a
woman's bedroom dresser reflected her complicity with colonial expansion. By paying attention to the particular details of women's
accessories we discover the beliefs embedded in these artefacts and enhance our understanding of the culture at large. Beaujot's
engaging prose illuminates the complex identities of the women who used accessories in the Victorian culture that created and
consumed them. Victorian Fashion Accessories is essential reading for students and scholars of, history, gender studies, cultural
studies, material culture and fashion studies, as well as anyone interested in the history of dress.
Anna A. Berman’s book brings to light the significance of sibling relationships in the writings of Tolstoy and Dostoevsky. Relationships
in their works have typically been studied through the lens of erotic love in the former, and intergenerational conflict in the latter. In
close readings of their major novels, Berman shows how both writers portray sibling relationships as a stabilizing force that counters
the unpredictable, often destructive elements of romantic entanglements and the hierarchical structure of generations. Power and
interconnectedness are cast in a new light. Berman persuasively argues that both authors gradually come to consider siblinghood a
model of all human relations, discerning a career arc in each that moves from the dynamics within families to a much broader vision of
universal brotherhood.
This book examines the popular publications of the Victorian period, illuminating the intricacies of courtship and marriage from the
differing perspectives of the working, middle, and upper classes.
Romance's Rival argues that the central plot of the most important genre of the nineteenth century, the marriage plot novel, means
something quite different from what we thought. In Victorian novels, women may marry for erotic desire--but they might, instead, insist
on "familiar marriage," marrying trustworthy companions who can offer them socially rich lives and futures of meaningful work.
Romance's Rival shows how familiar marriage expresses ideas of female subjectivity dating back through the seventeenth century,
while romantic marriage felt like a new, risky idea. Undertaking a major rereading of the rise-of-the-novel tradition, from Richardson
through the twentieth century, Talia Schaffer rethinks what the novel meant if one tracks familiar-marriage virtues. This alternative
perspective offers new readings of major texts (Austen, the Brontës, Eliot, Trollope) but it also foregrounds women's popular fiction
(Yonge, Oliphant, Craik, Broughton). Offering a feminist perspective that reads the marriage plot from the woman's point of view,
Schaffer inquires why a female character might legitimately wish to marry for something other than passion. For the past half-century,
scholars have valorized desire, individuality, and autonomy in the way we read novels; Romance's Rival asks us to look at the other side,
to validate the yearning for work, family, company, or social power as legitimate reasons for women's marital choices in Victorian
fiction. Comprehensive in its knowledge of several generations of scholarship on the novel, Romance's Rival convinces us to re-examine
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assumptions about the nature and function of marriage and the role of the novel in helping us not simply imagine marriage but also
process changing ideas about what it might look like and how it might serve people.
Romance's Rival
English Families 1540-1920
Health, Medicine, and Society in Victorian England
British Family Life, 1780–1914, Volume 4
Transport and Its Place in History
Sex, Marriage, and Incest from Jane Austen to Virginia Woolf

While increasing government involvement would seem to provide the most obvious explanation for this rise, David F.
Mitch seeks to demonstrate that, in fact, popular demand was also an important force behind the growth in literacy.
A vivid look at the Victorian British family emphasizing interpersonal relationships, using both non-fiction and fiction
sources.
Provides a history of food and cooking in Victorian England, explaining how recipes reflected their writers'
socioeconomic status, detailing the evolution of breakfast and lunch, and tracing the snob appeal of foods with French
names.
This work offers a social and cultural history of Victorian medicine "from below," as experienced by ordinary
practitioners and patients, often described in their own words. * Offers a chronology of medical history in Victorian
England * Includes illustrations in every chapter, such as images from 19th-century medical textbooks, magazine
cartoons, portraits, and paintings
Animality, Queer Relations, and the Victorian Family
The Poisonous Passion of Christiana Edmunds
Pets and Domesticity in Victorian Literature and Culture
Family Ties in Victorian England
Family Life in Britain, 1650–1910
The History of British Women's Writing, 1830-1880

Transport and mobility history is one of the most exciting areas of historical research at the present. As its scope expands, it
entices scholars working in fields as diverse as historical geography, management studies, sociology, industrial
archaeology, cultural and literary studies, ethnography, and anthropology, as well as those working in various strands of
historical research. Containing contributions exploring transport and mobility history after 1800, this volume of eclectic
chapters shows how new subjects are explored, new sources are being encountered, considered and used, and how
increasingly diverse and innovative methodological lenses are applied to both new and well-travelled subjects. From canals
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to Concorde, from freight to passengers, from screen to literature, the contents of this book will therefore not only
demonstrate the cutting edge of research, and deliver valuable new insights into the role and position of transport and
mobility in history, but it will also evidence the many and varied directions and possibilities that exist for the field’s future
development.
In this radically revised intellectual portrait of Hegel and Marx that challenges standard interpretations of their political theory,
David MacGregor considers the nature of the state in capitalist society. This is the first book to place Marx’s and Hegel’s
political thought directly into social and historical context. Revealing the revolutionary c
When Adam Smith wrote in 1776 that England was a nation of shopkeepers, he meant that commerce was a major factor in
political decisions. Smith's observation was even more on-target for Victorian England: shopkeepers, shops, and shopping
were a vital part of life. Those Victorians with resources could shop often and had many choices. Industrialization and their
imperial connections gave them an almost unprecedented array of goods. Even the poor and working classes had more to
eat and more to spend as the century progressed. Here, Graham explores the world of Victorian shops and shopping in
colorful detail. She offers information on the types of shops and goods they offered, the people who owned and operated
them, those who frequented them, and the contribution of shops and shopping to the Victorian lifestyle and economy.
Shopping in Victorian England reached a level of importance not wholly appreciated even by Victorians themselves. New
types of shops appeared, offering an expanding array of goods inventively packaged and displayed for an expanding group
of shoppers. As the shops grew, so did the activity — part excursion for provisions, part entertainment. Women shopped
most often, but men, too, had their shops. Victorians could, by the end of the 19th century, shop without even leaving their
homes: orders could be placed by mail, telegraph, or telephone. Shops catered to all classes — the rich, the poor, and the inbetweens. This book will help modern readers envision the Victorian shopping experience by taking them inside the shops
and up to the counters. Readers will learn how the shop was organized, what services and goods were available, and how
goods made their way from the shop to the home. Graham's compelling account provides a vivid glimpse into a vital—but
largely unappreciated— aspect of Victorian life.
An introduction to the myths and realities of the history of Victorian Britain, with accompanying primary sources. • Corrects
nine myths about the Victorian era, with explanations of why these myths began • Includes over 50 primary documents from
a wide variety of genres • Covers all classes of Victorian life, featuring the voices of women, children, the poor, and racial
minorities • Offers a nontraditional approach to studying Victorian Britain • Provides a starting point for discussions about
historical memory and historiography, and the differences between myth, memory, and history
Making the Connections
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Beautiful Brutality: The Family Ties at the Heart of Boxing
Volume Six
The Rise of Popular Literacy in Victorian England
Shopping In Victorian England
Age Inversion in Victorian Literature

Small businesses were at the heart of the economic growth and social transformation that characterized the industrial revolution in eighteenth and
nineteenth century Britain; this monograph examines the economic, social, and cultural history of some of these forgotten businesses and the men and
women who worked in them and ran them.
Marrying two exceptionally popular topics—needlework and women's history—this book provides an authoritative yet entertaining discussion of the diversity
and importance of needlework in Victorian women's lives. • Patterns and illustrations from women's periodicals and pattern books of the time provide a
window into Victorian life that will be especially intriguing to the legions who practice these crafts today • Quotations from memoirs, works of fiction, and
poetry allow readers to share the experiences of women of the period
This study argues that feminist collaboration was vital to women's successful infiltration of the marketplace at the end of the nineteenth century and
Edwardian period.
Especially evident in Victorian-era writings is a rhetorical tendency to liken adults to children and children to adults. Claudia Nelson examines this literary
phenomenon and explores the ways in which writers discussed the child-adult relationship during this period. Though far from ubiquitous, the terms “childwoman,” “child-man,” and “old-fashioned child” appear often enough in Victorian writings to prompt critical questions about the motivations and meanings
of such generational border crossings. Nelson carefully considers the use of these terms and connects invocations of age inversion to developments in postDarwinian scientific thinking and attitudes about gender roles, social class, sexuality, power, and economic mobility. She brilliantly analyzes canonical
works of Charles Dickens, Charlotte Brontë, William Makepeace Thackeray, Bram Stoker, and Robert Louis Stevenson alongside lesser-known writings to
demonstrate the diversity of literary age inversion and its profound influence on Victorian culture. By considering the full context of Victorian age
inversion, Precocious Children and Childish Adults illuminates the complicated pattern of anxiety and desire that creates such ambiguity in the writings of
the time. Scholars of Victorian literature and culture, as well as readers interested in children’s literature, childhood studies, and gender studies, will
welcome this excellent work from a major figure in the field.
Victorian Fashion Accessories
British Family Life, 1780–1914, Volume 1
Invisible Men
Courtship and Marriage in Victorian England
Critical Alliances
Family Likeness

`What a pleasure to see this pathbreaking research in print! Karl Ittmann's analysis of Bradford pushes forward
our knowledge of the quiet revolution in social habits which took place in the late nineteenth century. In particular,
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his ability to link the decline of marital fertility with the reorganisation of work and gender roles is exemplary. This
book should be of interest to all specialists in Victorian social history.' - David Levine, The Ontario Institute for
Studies in Education, Toronto Work, Gender and Family in Victorian England examines the impact of the Industrial
Revolution upon the family and questions the extent to which ordinary working men and women shared the
'Victorian values' and prosperity of their middle-class countrymen. The book focuses on the industrial town of
Bradford, West Yorkshire, in the second half of the nineteenth century and traces how men and women and their
families adapted to the new life brought by the rise of the mill and the city.
This book explores the relationship between middle-class fathers and sons in England between c. 1870 and 1920.
We now know that the conventional image of the middle-class paterfamilias of this period as cold and
authoritarian is too simplistic, but there is still much to be discovered about relationships in middle-class families.
Paying especial attention to gender and masculinities, this book focuses on the interactions between fathers and
sons, exploring how relationships developed and masculine identities were negotiated from infancy and childhood
to adulthood and old age. Drawing on sources as diverse as autobiographies, oral history interviews, First World
War conscription records and press reports of violent incidents, this book questions how fathers and sons
negotiated relationships marked by shifting relations of power, as well as by different combinations of emotional
entanglements, obligations and ties. It explores changes as fathers and sons grew older and assesses fathers’ role
in trying to mould sons’ masculine identities, characters and lives. It reveals negotiation and compromise, as well
as rebellion and conflict, underlining that fathers and sons were important to each other, their relationships a
significant – if often overlooked – aspect of middle-class men’s lives and identities.
Addressing the significance of the pet in the Victorian period, this book examines the role played by the domestic
pet in delineating relations for each member of the "natural" family home. Flegel explores the pet in relation to
the couple at the head of the house, to the children who make up the family’s dependents, and to the common
familial "outcasts" who populate Victorian literature and culture: the orphan, the spinster, the bachelor, and the
same-sex couple. Drawing upon both animal studies and queer theory, this study stresses the importance of the
domestic pet in elucidating normative sexuality and (re)productivity within the familial home, and reveals how the
family pet operates as a means of identifying aberrant, failed, or perverse familial and gender performances. The
family pet, that is, was an important signifier in Victorian familial ideology of the individual family unit’s ability to
support or threaten the health and morality of the nation in the Victorian period. Texts by authors such as Clara
Balfour, Juliana Horatia Ewing, E. Burrows, Bessie Rayner Parkes, Anne Brontë, George Eliot, Frederick Marryat,
and Charles Dickens speak to the centrality of the domestic pet to negotiations of gender, power, and sexuality
within the home that both reify and challenge the imaginary structure known as the natural family in the Victorian
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period. This book highlights the possibilities for a familial elsewhere outside of normative and restrictive models of
heterosexuality, reproduction, and the natural family, and will be of interest to those studying Victorian literature
and culture, animal studies, queer studies, and beyond.
In nineteenth-century England, marriage between first cousins was both legally permitted and perfectly
acceptable. After mid-century, laws did not explicitly penalize sexual relationships between parents and children,
between siblings, or between grandparents and grandchildren. But for a widower to marry his deceased wife's
sister was illegal on the grounds that it constituted incest. That these laws and the mores they reflect strike us
today as wrongheaded indicates how much ideas about kinship, marriage, and incest have changed. In Family
Likeness, Mary Jean Corbett shows how the domestic fiction of novelists including Jane Austen, Charlotte Brontë,
George Eliot, Elizabeth Gaskell, and Virginia Woolf reflected the shifting boundaries of "family" and even helped
refine those borders. Corbett takes up historically contingent and culturally variable notions of who is and is not a
relative and whom one can and cannot marry. Her argument is informed by legal and political debates; texts in
sociology and anthropology; and discussions on the biology of heredity, breeding, and eugenics. In Corbett's view,
marriage within families—between cousins, in-laws, or adoptees—offered Victorian women, both real and fictional,
an attractive alternative to romance with a stranger, not least because it allowed them to maintain and
strengthen relations with other women within the family.
Family and Business During the Industrial Revolution
Family Ties
Fatherhood in Victorian Periodicals, 1850-1910
Hegel, Marx, And The English State
Florence Nightingale at Home
Family Secrets
Drawing on novels, poetry, periodicals, and political pamphlets, Giving Women examines the
literary expression and cultural consequences of gift exchange among English women from the
1820s until the end of the First World War.
The most comprehensive social history of Victorian England to date.
The Victorian age was a period of transition as Britain industrialized and society underwent
profound changes. Here, contemporary voices provide students with an up-close look at this
pivotal time. • Presents and comments on 68 excerpts from primary documents of the Victorian
era, 1837–1901 • Details selected topics—such as Victorian Ireland, Social Darwinism, the
marriage market, and homosexuality—in numerous sidebars • Points readers to books and websites
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that can expand their understanding of a document and relate it to themes and issues in modern
life • Suggests methods students can use to successfully incorporate the documents into school
research and reading projects • Includes a chronology listing important dates and events from
the birth of Princess Victoria in 1819 to the end of the Boer War in 1902
Invisible Men focuses on the tremendous growth of periodical literature from 1850 to 1910 to
illustrate how Victorian and Edwardian thought and culture problematized fatherhood within the
family. Drawing on political, scientific, domestic, and religious periodicals, Claudia Nelson
shows how positive portrayals of fatherhood virtually disappeared as motherhood claimed an
exalted position with imagined ties to patriotism, social reform, and religious influence. The
study begins with the pre-Victorian role of the father in the middle-class home--as one who led
the family in prayer, administered discipline, and determined the children's education,
marriage, and career. In subsequent decades, fatherhood was increasingly scrutinized while a new
definition of motherhood and femininity emerged. The solution to the newly perceived dilemma of
fatherhood appeared rooted in traditional feminine values--nurturance, selflessness, and
sensitivity. The critique presented in Invisible Men extends our contemporary debate over men's
proper role within the family, providing a historical context for the various images of
fatherhood as we practice and dispute them today.
Economics and Feminism in English Women?s Writing, 1880?1914
Curious Relations in Literature
Familiar Marriage in Victorian Fiction
Siblings and Their Relations, 1780-1920
Voices of Victorian England: Contemporary Accounts of Daily Life
Siblings in Tolstoy and Dostoevsky
Homes can be both comforting and troubling places. This timely book proposes a new understanding of
Florence Nightingale’s experiences of domestic life and how ideas of home influenced her writings and
pioneering work. From her childhood homes in Derbyshire and Hampshire, she visited the poor sick in
their cottages. As a young woman, feeling imprisoned at home, she broke free to become a woman of
action, bringing home comforts to the soldiers in the Crimean War and advising the British population on
the home front how to create healthier, contagion-free homes. Later, she created Nightingale Homes for
nursing trainees and acted as mother-in-chief to her extended family of nurses. These efforts, inspired
by her Christian faith and training in human care from religious houses, led to major changes in
professional nursing and public health, as Nightingale strove for homely, compassionate care in Britain
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and around the world. Shedid most of this work from her bed after contracting the debilitating illness,
brucellosis, in the Crimea, turning her various private homes into offices and ‘households of faith’. In
the year of the bicentenary of her birth, she remains as relevant as ever, achieving an astonishing
cultural afterlife.
Prodigiously learned, alive to the massive social changes of her time, defiant of many Victorian
orthodoxies, George Eliot has always challenged her readers. She is at once chronicler and analyst,
novelist of nostalgia and monumental thinker. In her great novel Middlemarch she writes of 'that
tempting range of relevancies called the universe'. This volume identifies a range of 'relevancies' that
inform both her fictional and her non-fictional writings. The range and scale of her achievement are
brought into focus by cogent essays on the many contexts - historical, intellectual, political, social,
cultural - to her work. In addition there are discussions of her critical history and legacy, as well as
of the material conditions of production and distribution of her novels and her journalism. The volume
enables fuller understanding and appreciation, from a twenty-first-century standpoint, of the life and
work of one of the nineteenth century's major writers.
This book explores the ways that families were formed and re-formed, and held together and fractured, in
Britain from the sixteenth to twentieth century. The chapters build upon the argument, developed in the
1990s and 2000s, that the nuclear family form, the bedrock of understandings of the structure and
function of family and kinship units, provides a wholly inadequate lens through which to view the
British family. Instead the volume's contributors point to families and households with porous
boundaries, an endless capacity to reconstitute themselves, and an essential fluidity to both the form
of families, and the family and kinship relationships that stood in the background. This book offers a
re-reading, and reconsideration of the existing pillars of family history in Britain. It examines areas
such as: Scottish kinship patterns, work patterns of kin in Post Office families, stepfamily relations,
the role of family in managing lunatic patients, and the fluidity associated with a range of
professional families in the nineteenth century. Chapter 8 of this book is available open access under a
CC BY 4.0 license at link.springer.com
The five volumes of this collection focus on various aspects of family life. Drawing on rare printed
sources and archival material, this collection will provide a balanced, contextualized picture of family
life, during a period of intense social change. It will appeal to scholars of social history, gender
studies and the long nineteenth century.
Fathers and Sons in the English Middle Class, c. 1870–1920
The Victorian World: Facts and Fictions
Living with Shame from the Victorians to the Present Day
The Case of the Chocolate Cream Killer
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Gone To The Shops: Shopping In Victorian England
The Influence of Private Choice and Public Policy

The true story of the seemingly respectable woman convicted of a murderous spree in Victorian-era Brighton,
England. In 1871, when the news broke of a series of mysterious poisonings in the popular resort town of
Brighton, shock and horror gripped the public. Even more disturbing was the revelation that the culprit was not
a common criminal but a local “lady of fortune,” Christiana Edmunds. Starting in March, Christiana had sent out
dozens of poisoned chocolates and sweets to Brighton’s residents. Her campaign resulted in the death of fouryear-old vacationer Sidney Barker, and wounded countless others. Her arrest in August provoked such an
emotional response from the local public that her trial was moved from Brighton to London’s Old Bailey. The
prosecution anticipated an easy victory. Christiana had not confessed, but witnesses confirmed she had
purchased strychnine and their testimonies placed her at the scenes of the crimes. She had a motive too, argued
the prosecution; she was a scorned woman. Despite the defense’s best efforts, the jury took only one hour to
convict her of the murder of Sidney Barker and the attempted murder of three others. This book tells the
engrossing story of the crime, the trial, the darker underworld of Victorian Brighton, and the ultimate fate of
Christiana Edmunds.
In its exploration of legal issues presented in novels of the Brontë sisters, this book represents a significant and
original contribution to the study, not just of the Brontës and the mid-nineteenth century 'woman's novel', but
also the situation of women in nineteenth century English law and the debates which moved around its
prospective reform.
Parenting in England is the first study of the world of parenting in late Georgian England. The author, Joanne
Bailey, traces ideas about parenthood in a Christian society that was responding to new cultural trends of
sensibility, romanticism and domesticity, along with Enlightenment ideas about childhood and self. All these
shaped how people, from the poor to the genteel, thought about themselves as parents, and remembered their
own parents. With meticulous attention to detail, Bailey illuminates the range of intense emotions provoked by
parenthood by investigating a rich array of sources from memoirs and correspondence, to advice literature,
fiction, and court records, to prints, engravings, and ballads. Parenting was also a profoundly embodied
experience, and the book captures the effort, labour, and hard work it entailed. Such parental investment meant
that the experience was fundamental to the forging of national, familial, and personal identities. It also needed
more than two parents and this book uncovers the hitherto hidden world of shared parenting. At all levels of
society, household and kinship ties were drawn upon to lighten the labours of parenting. By revealing these
emotional and material parental worlds, what emerges is the centrality of parenthood to mental and physical
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well-being, reputation, public and personal identities, and to transmitting prized values across generations. Yet
being a parent was a contingent experience adapting from hour to hour, year to year, and child to child. It was
at once precarious, as children and parents succumbed to fatal diseases and accidents, yet it was also enduring
because parent-child relationships were not ended by death: lost children and parents lived on in memory.
Boxing. The Sport of Kings. And for every king, there are kingmakers and princes, determined heirs and ruthless
pretenders to the throne. Boxers may enter the ring alone, but behind them are their families, many of whom
have spent a career in the fight game themselves. And all are caught up in this most beautiful but brutal of
sports. Beautiful Brutality is the first book to examine the world of boxing from the perspective of family. With
unprecedented access to the likes of the Calzaghes, Mayweathers, Hattons and Khans, Sky Sports boxing expert
Adam Smith lays bare the raw emotion at the heart of the sport. How does it feel when your son is taking a
pummelling? Can a father make rational judgements from the corner of the ring, in the frenzied atmosphere of a
fight? And how much strength does a boxer take from his family, or the family figures that so many trainers and
promoters become? Passionate, hard-hitting and with astonishing revelations about the world of boxing,
Beautiful Brutality is written from the heart, by an author with a unique knowledge and experience of the fight
game.
Work, Gender and Family in Victorian England
Family First
Alliance and Exchange in Victorian Culture
Parenting in England 1760-1830
Law and the Brontës
Daily Life in Victorian England
Discover the history of family roles and relationships—and how to learn more about your own ancestors. A blend of social history and family
history, Family First looks at relationships and our attitudes and experiences surrounding them—fathers, mothers, babies, children, aunts,
uncles, cousins, grandparents and the elderly, friends and neighbors. This book examines how readers might learn more about how their own
ancestors functioned in these relationships, and what records might tell us more. Each chapter starts with a guide on how to interpret the most
common and direct of family history sources, then goes on to examine each relationship in its changing historical contexts—how, for example,
did the role of a father differ in the Victorian period from earlier periods? What similarities and differences were there in behavior and roles
between fathers of different social classes? How did fatherhood change in the context of the two world wars? How has family size changed?
How have opinions shifted about marriage between cousins? Explore these questions and more in this intriguing book.
This volume charts the rise of professional women writers across diverse fields of intellectual enquiry and through different modes of writing in
the period immediately before and during the reign of Queen Victoria. It demonstrates how, between 1830 and 1880, the woman writer became
an agent of cultural formation and contestation, appealing to and enabling the growth of female readership while issuing a challenge to the
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authority of male writers and critics. Of especial importance were changing definitions of marriage, family and nation, of class, and of morality
as well as new conceptions of sexuality and gender, and of sympathy and sensation. The result is a richly textured account of a radical and
complex process of feminization whereby formal innovations in the different modes of writing by women became central to the aesthetic, social,
and political formation of British culture and society in the nineteenth century.
A pioneering new study of nineteenth-century kinship and family relations, focusing on the British middle class, and highlighting both the
similarities and the differences in relations between brothers and sisters in the past and in the present.
r s1mily Ties provides a vivid and accessible introduction to the dynamics of life in English families of all ranks from the mid-sixteenth century
to the end of World War I. Sections on methods, approaches and sources allow readers new to the study of the past to explore some of the
historian's fundamental concerns: cause and effect; continuity and change and the nature and reliability of evidence. The chronological and
thematic organization of the book enables readers to examine a number of sub-themes such as the history of childhood or of marriage.
Combining extensive contemporary quotations and an unusual variety of illustrations with a wide range of written and material sources, the
book provides a fascinating insight into the history of the family and encourages the reader to become a sceptical and imaginative investigator,
prepared to venture beyond the historian's traditional documentary sources.
Giving Women
Food and Cooking in Victorian England
Precocious Children and Childish Adults
Thicker Than Water
Emotion, Identity, and Generation
The Path to Universal Brotherhood

A Sunday Telegraph and Times Higher Education 'Book of the Week', Deborah Cohen's Family
Secrets is a gripping book about what families - Victorian and modern - try to hide, and
why. In an Edinburgh town house, a genteel maiden lady frets with her brother over their
niece's downy upper lip. Would the darkening shadow betray the girl's Eurasian heritage?
On a Liverpool railway platform, a heartbroken mother hands over her eight-year old
illegitimate son for adoption. She had dressed him carefully that morning in a sailor
suit and cap. In a town in the Cotswolds, a vicar brings to his bank vault a diary sewed up in calico, wrapped in parchment - that chronicles his sexual longings for other
men. Drawing upon years of research in previously sealed records, the prize-winning
historian Deborah Cohen offers a sweeping and often surprising account of how shame has
changed over the last two centuries. Both a story of family secrets and of how they were
revealed, this book journeys from the frontier of empire, where British adventurers made
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secrets that haunted their descendants for generations, to the confessional vanguard of
modern-day genealogy two centuries later. It explores personal, apparently idiosyncratic,
decisions: hiding an adopted daughter's origins, taking a disabled son to a garden party,
talking ceaselessly (or not at all) about a homosexual uncle. In delving into the
familial dynamics of shame and guilt, Family Secrets investigates the part that families,
so often regarded as the agents of repression, have played in the transformation of
social mores from the Victorian era to the present day. Written with compassion and keen
insight, this is a bold new argument about the sea-changes that took place behind closed
doors. Born into a family with its own fair share of secrets, Deborah Cohen was raised in
Kentucky and educated at Harvard and Berkeley.She teaches at Northwestern University,
where she holds the Peter B. Ritzma Professorship of the Humanities.Her last book was the
award-winning Household Gods, a history of the British love-affair with the home.
The Victorians elevated the home and heteronormative family life to an almost secular
religion. Yet alongside the middle-class domestic ideal were other families, many of
which existed in the literature of the time. Queer Victorian Families: Curious Relations
in Literature is chiefly concerned with these atypical or "queer" families. This
collection serves as a corrective against limited definitions of family and is a timely
addition to Victorian studies. Interdisciplinary in nature, the collection opens up new
possibilities for uncovering submerged, marginalized, and alternative stories in
Victorian literature. Broad in scope, subjects range from Count Fosco and his animal
"children" in Wilkie Collins’s The Woman in White, to male kinship within and across
Alfred Tennyson’s In Memoriam and Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick, and the nexus between
disability and loving relationships in the fiction of Dinah Mulock Craik and Charlotte M.
Yonge. Queer Victorian Families is a wide-ranging and theoretically adventurous exposé of
the curious relations in the literary family tree.
Victorian Needlework
Tracing Relationships in the Past
A History
George Eliot in Context
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Queer Victorian Families
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